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Towards a re-reading of Naoya Shiga's Kozo no Kamisama

UESUGI Saki, KATAGI Akiko, KANEKO Yuka, KUMAKURA Moe,
LI Nana, WATANABE Mami

[Abstract] It will soon be a century since the publication in 1920 of
Kozo no Kamisama (“The Errand Boy's God”), known as a famous
short story representing the modern age. The story also became
circulated as a teaching material for Japanese language studies in
Japan’s post-war junior high schools, and is still read today. On the
other hand, since it combines great elegance with readability its
suitability as a story-based teaching material has become widely
accepted, and it would be hard to deny the aspect of the resultant
standardization in its reading, a reading which treats and emphasizes
the clarification of the symmetrical scheme of the privileged House of
Peers member, A and the errand boy, Senkichi.

In this paper, the authors pay attention to the space and time of the
story and attempt an exhaustive commentary on it. Specifically, the
authors set the key words of sushi and sushi restaurants, hakariya
(“weights and measures shop”), dechi boukou (“child apprentices”),
sennin (“hermits”), Inari shinkou (“worship of Inari” (Inari is a Shinto
god of prosperity)), Kizokuin Giin (“‘member of the House of Peers”),
and railways. Having established the statuses of the above in the
period of the story’s setting, the authors aim to propose the possibility

of an interpretation that can be newly derived. By verifying what

becomes freshly apparent at the point when we are freed from the
simplistic symmetrical scheme in which the character “A” and
Senkichi respectively represent the affluent and the weak, the authors
hope to provide a propellant for a re-reading of Kozo no Kamisama.

[Key Words] Sushi, apprentice at a weights and measures shop and a
member of the House of Peers, hermits, railways, Japanese language

teaching materials
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