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The Genpei Jhosuiki as Seen in the Heike Monogatari Hyoban
Hidensho: Considered in Terms of the Estimations of Kiyomori,

Munemori, and Emperor Antoku
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[Abstract] The Heike Monogatari Hyoban Hidensho [Secret
Teachings on Criticism and Judgment of the Tale of the Heike],
published in 1650, contains numerous passages that are thought to
have the Genpei Jhosuiki [Account of the Rise and Fall of the
Minamoto and Taira Houses] as their source. One instance of this is
in the “Cho-teki zoroe” [Listing of Enemies of the Court] section, which
states about Emperor Antoku that “this emperor succeeded to a reign
that was wrongful” (17-“0”). Then, published 20 years after the Heike
Monogatart Hyoban Hidensho, came the Honcho tsugan [A Mirror of
Japanese History] (1670), which also states in the section on Emperor
Antoku that he “did not suffer due to his position being ignoble, and
he did suffer due to his virtue not being venerated,” citing the Genpei
Jhosuiki as its source. This indicates an understanding that is close
to that in the Heike Monogatari Hyoban Hidensho. However, the
Honcho tsugan is a historical overview while the Heike Monogatari
Hyoban Hidensho is a popular literary work (kanazoshi), and the two
cannot be compared directly. The issue is that the Honcho tsugan,
which was written 20 years after the Heike Monogatari Hyoban
Hidensho was published, expresses a common understanding with the
Heike Monogatari Hyoban Hidensho regarding its estimation of
Emperor Antoku. Kaoru Atsumi made the point that Tokugawa
“Ieyasu had a practically abnormal admiration for the Azuma kagami
[Mirror of the East] and Genpei Jhosuiki” This paper therefore
examines what that means by focusing on the figures of Kiyomori,

Munemori, and Emperor Antoku in the Genpei Jhosuiki, which the

Tokugawa family treated as a historical work.
[Key Words] Insinuation, legitimacy, caricature, Genpei Jhosuiki,

Azuma Kagami
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