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An Approach to the Character Sanmi Chujo in Waga mi ni tadoru
himegimi: Regarding His “Deeply Thoughtful Manner” and Illicit

Liaison
OTSUKA Chisato

[Abstract] Waga mi ni tadoru himegimi [The Princess in Search of
Herself] is an eight-volume narrative work of the medieval court
period that was completed in the late 13th century. The character
Sanmi Chujo was a noble son of the premier’s family who was
consumed with deep longing for Onna Sannomiya, an imperial
princess. He fulfills his longing by means of an illicit liaison with her,
then enters an undesired marriage with the princess Onna
Yonnomiya.

There are so few traces of women in Sanmi Chujo’s life that his
parents actually lament that lack. Involvement in illicit liaison can

therefore be considered very far removed from what one would
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expect of such a character, so the question arises of what it is that
drives him into the illicit liaison. This paper supposes that the refusal
of marriage with Onna Yonnomiya and the illicit liaison with Onna
Sannomiya are in a cause-and-effect relationship. On that basis, the
character Sanmi Chujo is considered in the course of an examination
that compares this narrative with the Genji Monogatari [Tale of
Genji] and the Sagoromo Monogatari [Tale of Sagoromo] while
identifying what is unique in this tale of Sanmi Chujo and Onna
Sannomiya as told from Volume 1 to Volume 3.

Sanmi Chujo displays rational behavior that is described as a “deeply
thoughtful manner.” It limits his behavior and impedes his realization
of the illicit liaison. It was because of this “manner” that people had
thought he was uninterested in ladies. The proposal that he marry
Onna Yonnomiya then is raised, so that the beleaguered Sanmi Chujo
acts contrary to his “manner” and therefore succeeds in fulfilling his
longing for Onna Sannomiya. The marriage he does not want is
visited upon him because of the contradiction between his true
feelings and how he is perceived by those around him. It is
conceivable, then, that this is ultimately what drives him into the illicit
liaison.

Onna Yonnomiya possesses an appeal that is different from Onna
Sannomiya’s, and it is due to his “manner” that Sanmi Chujo finds
himself caught between these two noble ladies, unable to move. When

she finally finds out about the relationship between the two, it is Onna

Yonnomiya’s intense jealousy that brings movement into this situation.

Shrinking back from that intense jealousy, Sanmi Chujo feels his
longing attachment to Onna Sannomiya grow stronger, and her poem
acts to push him into yet again fulfilling his longing for her.

Even despite the ardent longing he feels within him, his “deeply
thoughtful manner” puts Sanmi Chujo in the position of a passive
young nobleman who cannot initiate action on his own. The
conclusion, therefore, is that in feeling pressured by the words and
deeds of the Mizunoo Consort, of Onna Yonnomiya, and then of Onna
Sannomiya, he becomes able to act as one of the parties in an illicit

liaison.

[Key Words] Illicit liaison, unwanted marriage, a “deeply thoughtful
manner,” jealousy of Onna Yonnomiya, assimilation of Sagoromo

Monogatari
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