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Audio Guide: A Contrivance For Seeing a Dance With the Blind
On “Work In Progress For Seeing a Dance By Means Of Sound”
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KIMURA Satoru

[SUMMARY] The purpose of this paper is to analyze the fruits of a program called “Work In
Progress For Seeing a Dance By Means Of Sound (2017, 2018) ” organized by curator Miyuki
Tanaka. The theme of this program is in developing new types of audio description which Tanaka
calls “audio guide” for visually impaired people and sighted people seeing same dance perfor-
mance together. Reflecting upon the situations of assisted performance in England and Japan
confirmed that Japan remains backward in a field of dance performance concerning access for
handicapped persons. In comparison with a pioneered audio description of movie, we find that
the audio description of dance has its own issue. The program makes six types of audio descrip-
tion. Especially the paper focuses on two audio descriptions created by the study group formed
in the program, pays attention to its part of “deliciousness” which the visually impaired members
wanted to the guide and examines what information giving a high quality user experience not
mere information for assurance is. In order to think of it, the paper adopts an idea from transla-
tion studies, in particular Nida’s dynamic equivalence. Finally considering the concept of Jakob
von Uexkiill’s Umwelt allows us to discuss that it is important for us living in different Umwelts

to know the way of recognizing things in other Umwelt for making audio guide.
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