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Examination of the Role of Nurseries and Child-rearing Support Centers after
the Kumamoto Earthquake
— based on Questionnaire responses recorded in the ‘Kumamoto Project’ —
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Abstract The Kumamoto earthquake in April 2016 Consisted of two major shocks (foreshock and main shock)
and its frequent aftershocks. Nurseries and child-rearing support centers restarted nursery and child-rearing
services soon after the disaster. The Clinical Multi-organizational Network of Japan established the ‘Kumamoto
Project’, targeting nursery staff, support center staff as well as parents and users, and examined the situation of
both nurseries and support centers, the relationship between parents and children, and the role nurseries and
support centers played. The key roles they played were: (1) supporting the growth of children and nursing by
parents through providing ‘normal’ environment, (2) providing a hub for helping families with children, (3)
professionality about care givers, and (4) underpinning support for parents in recovery assistance activities. While
nurseries and support centers played some overlapping roles, it was found that (5) they are also in a
supplementary relationship; nurseries mainly for children and supporting centers mainly for parents.
Keywords: Kumamoto earthquake, nursery, child-rearing support center, nursery staff, parents
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