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Response of Nurseries and Child-rearing Support Centers to the Kumamoto Earthquake,
based on Parents and Child
— questionnaires from the ‘Kumamoto Project’ —
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Abstract The Kumamoto earthquake in April 2016 had two features major shocks (foreshock and main shock)
and its frequent aftershocks. Nurseries and child-rearing support centers restarted their services quickly, dealing
not only with damage, but also the alarming possibility of another shock. The Clinical Multi-organizational
Network of Japan established the ‘Kumamoto Project’, and examined the situation of support centers and the
mental condition of its staff, as well as of parents and children. The project highlighted the actual situation of
nurseries and the essential role played by nursery staff, in creating stable environment for children. Because the
quake occurred at night the main damage is not about humans but materials. Nursery staff kept giving a hand ‘as
usual’ with consideration and sensitivity even in the unusual post-quake environment. It was observed that
children stayed closer to parents and played games featuring earthquakes.
Keywords: Kumamoto earthquake, nursery, child-rearing support center, nursery staff, parents
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