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(People called on him all the time and he questioned them about
everything that was going on. Yet he was so weak and thin you had a
feeling that you were being confronted by little more than a soul. But
he kept right on painting. A few days before he died he asked the
chauffeur to bring in a bowl of anemones. As he dipped into his colors
to paint the flowers he said he hoped his little picture would be a
suitable card to introduce himself to the great painters of heaven.)
p.53
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(Jai entendu un des grands peintres de ce temps dire & Modigliani:
{Tu fais une nature morte comme tu veux, 'amateur jubile; un
paysage ,il jubile encore; un nu, il commence a faire une binette en
coin; sa femme... ¢a dépend des fois; mais si tu te mets a faire son
portrait, si t’as le malheur de toucher a sa gueule, alors, 1a, mon
vieux, tu le vois bondir!) C’est seulement devant leur propre visage
que beaucoup d’hommes, méme parmi ceux qui aiment la peinture,
prennent conscience de I'opération magique qui les déposséde au

bénéfice du peintre.) pp.117-118
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