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Changes and Obstructive Factors Regarding Neighborhood Socialization During Housing
Reconstruction for Disaster Victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake
—Focusing on Elderly People Affected by the Dispersion of Residences in Otsuchi Town, Iwate—

SRR S O I S

Isako ABE Kyoko HIRATA

Abstract Six years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake struck in 2011. The lives of the disaster victims
are still in the process of being reconstructed. It is necessary for us to consider neighborhood socialization as part of
the processing the lives of victims. We interviewed elderly residents of Otsuchi town who experienced difficulties
in regaining their social circles and homes. We attempted to explore the means of housing recovery maintenance
pertaining to neighborhood socialization for elderly people. Many of the subjects neighborhood socialization
recovery efforts decreased in the aftermath of the earthquake. Even though the subjects recognized the importance of
neighborhood socialization and considered rebuilding their houses, they encountered various obstacles to this. The first
point was that they could not live in the same places they had lived in before the earthquake; the second point was that
they did not think that neighborhood socialization was a top priority; and the third point was that they could not adapt
well to their new neighborhoods.

Key words: Great East Japan Earthquake #HARKFEY, Interviews A ~ ¥ ¥ a2 —ii4, Neighborhood
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Fig. 3 Number of subjects by reconstruction stage
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Table 3 Decreasing factors and promoting factors of

socialization
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Fig. 6 Factors discouraging standing and talking, Coming and going home
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Fig. 7 Factors promoting standing and talking, Coming and going home
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Table 7 Process of reconstruction Case: E2

Table 8 Process of reconstruction Case: K2
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Table 9 Process of reconstruction Case: N2
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