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A mo|

Naoko SHOKA

Abstract Little is known about the relatively recent establishment of studies into the dyeing and weaving of artifacts,
such as Edo-era kosodes. This paper focuses on the activities of an organization called Shukokai, which was founded in
Meiji 29 (1896) to facilitate an exchange of ideas about antique artwork. Shukokai published a journal called Shukokai
Shi, which recorded its activities. Beginning in Meiji 32, Shukokai’ held regular meetings, each with a specific theme,
to showcase antique artwork; and according to Shukokai Shi, the displayed collections included dyeing and weaving
artifacts. The journal descriptions of dyeing and weaving artifacts resemble the captions seen in art exhibitions at today’
s museums, with introductions, illustrations, explanations of the fabrics and techniques used, and measurements. This
paper concludes that dyeing and weaving artifacts were discussed in the Meiji era, and that their study (and that of

costumes) also began in that era.
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Fig. 1

Kosode (small-sleeved kimono) with a bamboo
design on ground segmented with zigzag lines
(copy of the Meiji era)
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Fig.2 Kosode (small-sleeved kimono) with a bamboo

design on ground segmented with zigzag lines
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