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Abstract The purpose of this study is to clarify the role of maternal and child living support facilities (hereinafter
known as “facilities”) as residential housing in the prewar and postwar periods. We found that facilities played the
role of residential housing to protect poverty-stricken single-parent families in the prewar days. These facilities were
urgently constructed during the postwar days owing to a shortage of housing, and also played the role of housing for
single-parent families plunged into poverty by the war. However, the need for the facilities began to diminish as the
post-war period moved on owing to the gradual construction of public housing and a decrease in needy families, and
public housing took over the role of housing for families.
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Fig. 3 Layout of Futaba nursery (top: 1922, center: 1924, bottom: 1928)
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