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Abstract At the core of numerous fantasy novels by George MacDonald (1824-1905) lies the fairytale
post-tribulation union of princesses and their princes. Also appearing are goddess-like entities who aid
the protagonist, contrasted by witches who aim to obstruct them. MacDonald’s intrinsic image of the
female behind such female characters can be examined in terms of Jung's anima and Great Mother;
through the lens of the former, this paper investigates the inner female part of MacDonald’s personal-
ity. The union of reason and emotion is said to be necessary for self-realization. In the 19" century,
male reason was deemed supreme, and denied was the notion that female emotions dwelled within
men. Through his stories and the roles his female characters played within such, MacDonald aimed to
fulfill the growth of such passion within him, fusing male and female attributes to complete his genu-

ine anima and true self with an aim toward self-realization.
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When she was told, for the sake of experiment, that
General Clanrunfort was cut to pieces with all his
troops, she laughed; when she heard that the enemy
was on his way to besiege her papa’s capital, she
laughed hugely; but when she was told that the city

would certainly be abandoned to the mercy of
the enemy’s soldiery—why, then she laughed

immoderately. “
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