SCIERET) & TR RET) O BIRTE

ke & BERRE D) O B AR

— I & B O - BT RBLO LR E BT T—

Relationship between Grammatical Ability and Listening Ability:
Focusing on the Subject of Request or Permission Expression of the Verbs that

Mean Giving and Receiving

H & 5

SHIRATORI Ai

[E5] WO ED72DI12, HRLNVTIRED XD BT ES RN D725
I e B (2001) 12X, B HWEROICGZ6N5 &, &L FEHBNIC T
ZVCTHLZENES) . ELTWDEH, ZDDIIE ENIUT LD LEREN O IERE S H°
VB DIED 5 o SCIERET) L TEIRRE ) OBIRYE 2 R 2 5 72012, BBl R 1% DK -
T RBUCES 2o T, ZOEEZM I MEE4T) 2 LT, EHHIE - T Ho
LVDd, EDX ) BREMELEIEERNPTIDL0N, RAEEIT o 72, WEFERESEO
IR OEEH10% & h Lo E EHA34, T3 - DL DL LEY 2= 7100] D53
M (ZEE W7 RO RB) L84k (B EhEl & TR & W 77T & AREE
DOFRJ) OREEZ 1 MO, FHELZBEV, EFHEOEERLZEL L, 2LTED
IEEFE LY ) — RFEH O BRI TOXRIFE MBI & DI Z AT - 720 2B E O MR -
A RBICOWTIE, [ U OZHIEH TH > T XWX - TEZRITGEVDDH D,
BB S TIMPENR LD I Db role T2 ZNREMTOXARIOIY |-
FHO#ENTEY, FHFIZL > THEBM AL Z ) THWIHRH 5 2 L 23R
LTwhEEZ BNz, S5, Ko 285 & ik s flibn -84 O IEEEOK
ENHN 5720 WEHEAZHZDBICHEZ LT VIO, REVEETIH LN &
VR TELI LS, PRICBW TS CREAICH T X 28 CHREEHEE I )
G EOEEHEEZIERH L2,

(¥ —7— K] GREEMRREDD. $2sz@ha. flife. MO, EREOHNE

[Abstract] There is a question as to what practice methods are effective for improving
listening ability at the intermediate level. According to Okazaki (2001), if the purpose
of listening is given at the start, then the rest of the listening is accompanied by partly
automatic predictions of what to expect. The question then arises of what degree of
correctness in grammatical ability is necessary for that purpose. In order to grasp the
relationship between grammatical ability and listening ability, a study was carried out
to determine what learners of the Japanese language find difficult, and what conditions
result in a lower percentage of correct answers, when the learners are asked to identify
the subject in problems focused on verbs that mean giving and receiving and on
causative expressions requesting or granting permission.

The study subjects were language learners who were native Chinese language
speakers, 10 of them at the beginning to intermediate levels and 43 at the intermediate
to advanced levels. They were asked to listen once each to questions from Shin
wakuwaku bunpo risuningu 100 (Mastering Japanese by Ear), section 53 (expressions
of permission and asking using verbs that mean giving and receiving) and section 84
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(expressions of permission and asking using verbs that mean giving and receiving and
causative forms). Then they were asked what the grammatical subject was, and the
percentage of answers correctly identifying the subject was calculated.
A comparison was then made of those percentages of correct answers and the number
of times the sentence patterns were presented in nine volumes selected from five
series of textbooks. In the case of expressions of asking and permission with verbs
that mean giving and receiving, the percentages of correct answers differed by
sentence pattern even when the study topics were of the same type, indicating that
there were differences in the degree of difficulty for the language learners. It also
seemed conceivable that these differences are related to differences in how the various
instructional materials handled the sentence patterns in them, since there could be
some sentence patterns that the language learners were accustomed to hearing and
other sentence patterns they were not. The percentage of correct answers was also
conspicuously lower in cases when directional verbs and causative forms were used.
These results brought renewed recognition that those grammatical points that are
easily confused in teaching are also difficult to comprehend in listening. The observation
offered here, therefore, is that it is important to conduct listening comprehension drills
that emphasize grammatical points, as well, even at the intermediate level.
[Key Words] Listening ability, verbs that mean giving and receiving, causative,
request, omission of the subject
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