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The Effects of Increase of Contacts and the Way of Contacts for Vocabulary Learning

—An Analysis Focusing on Middle and Lower Level Students in the Class —
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[Abstract] At the Japanese language school where the author works vocabulary
learning is frequently provided through daily short tests and exercise problems. In
recent years however, there has been an increase in the number of students displaying
an inadequate enthusiasm to study not only Japanese but to study in general, and there
are more and more students who stumble and fail in the face of tuition consisting of
tests and repeated daily tuition.

Reading comprehension accompanied by interpretative commentaries has been widely
advocated as a means for effective vocabulary learning, but simultaneously these raise
the problem of whether or not the words can be understood or generated according to
the extent of the contact that takes place. Tamaru (1998) indicated that it is essential
to implement the concentrated learning of a certain quantity of vocabulary prior to the
comprehension stage. Apparently Tamaru found that concentrated learning is linked to
a sense of achievement among learners. However, she also reported that this practice
places a burden upon those learning, as they have to spend a relatively large amount of
time researching the meaning of the vocabulary that they have been taught.
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In my research I attempted to implement the following three practices: 1) learning in
which there was an increased number of times that contact was made with words; 2)
practice using writing short sentences rather than comprehension; and 3) concentrated
vocabulary learning in which the burden of researching the meaning of words was
reduced. I investigated what sort of influence these three practices exerted upon
the vocabulary learning of the students in the intermediate and lower strata of the
class, the students whose volition regarding continuous learning and problem practice
during lessons was relatively low. I conducted a common test both before and after the
experimental tuition, and analyzed the results. The results showed some efficacy among
all the students, regardless of whether they were in the higher, intermediate or lower
levels of the class, but this efficacy was most notable among the intermediate and lower
level students. Furthermore, the results also suggested the possibility that diversity in
the contact methods led to a lowering of the hurdle of vocabulary acquisition. Finally,
the questionnaire conducted after the lesson indicated that the learners themselves also
felt the usefulness and necessity for research-based teaching.

[Key Words] Vocabulary learning, contact frequency, teacher explanations, repeated
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