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Typeset Version of the Ken Tenji-bon Text of the Man'yoshu

YASUI Ayako, FURUSAWA Ayako, TANAKA Hiroshi

[Abstract] The Ken Tenji-bon text of the Man'yoshu is a copy made
during the Edo Period by the scholar of Kokugaku (ancient Japanese
thought and culture) Ban Nobutomo (1773-1846) of the Tenji-bon text,
a copy of the Man'yoshu that had been made during the Heian Period.
The Tenji-bon text is an important early manuscript text of the
Man'yoshu that was copied around the time of the Tenji era (1124-
1126). The only portions presently extant are partial texts of Book 13
and Book 15, and fragments of Book 2, Book 10, Book 14, and Book 15.
During the Edo Period (17th-19th centuries), Books 2, 10, 14, 15, and 17
of the Tenji-bon text were in the collection of the Manshu-in Temple
in Kyoto. The Kokugaku scholar Ban Nobutomo made a reproduction
of portions of that text in 1845 and had the copy made up in books
with traditional double-leaved binding (the Tenji-bon text was in the
form of scrolls). This reproduction was made in careful detail that
extended even to wormholes in the paper, and so has passed down
quite an accurate image of the Tenji-bon text to the present day.
Furthermore the reproduced portions are extremely precious because
they all show parts of the Tenji-bon text that have not otherwise
survived.

Although the Tenji-bon text has preserved some portions that are

complete, such as in Book 13 and Book 15, those surviving portions do

not, as it happens, contain more than a few places that prominently
display the distinctive characteristics of the the Tenji-bon textual
lineage. The Ken Tenji-bon text, on the other hand, consists of
excerpts copied from different places in the books that existed at that
time, but those excerpts clearly display the distinctive characteristics
of the textual lineage. This text preserves numerous portions that
clarify the relationship between the Tenji-bon text and other texts,
prominently including the postscript to Book 2 stating that the Tenji-
bon text was copied from the Tadakane-bon text (an important
historical text that was the original source for the source text to the
Sengaku recension).

The present volume presents the portions copied from the Tenji-bon
text together with notes (rubrics) by Ban Nobutomo. The intention of
this typeset version is to provide as faithful an image as possible of
this text in its aspect as a copy of the Tenji-bon text while clearly

indicating the differences from that text.

[Keywords] Man'voshu, Ken Tenji-bon text, Tenji-bon text, Ban

Nobutomo, copy
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