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Orphans and Texts in the Works of Haruki Murakami and Paul Auster:

The Use of Memory and Imagination for Individual Survival

UCHIYAMA Kanae @@EXx Wi hngsth)

Haruki Murakami (1949-), an international, best-selling Japanese author, is well-known for the
translation of many American novels throughout his career. His influences include American
writers such as Raymond Chandler and F. Scott Fitzgerald, writers from an earlier generation
than his. While there are few critics who pay attention to Murakami and other contemporary
American novelists, Masashi Miura suggested that there are similarities between the works of
Murakami and American author Paul Auster (1947-). In fact, Murakami translated a short novel
of Auster’s and praised his fiction in a book review in 1994.

Miura cited the “melancholy,” which originates from an obsession with self-consciousness, in
the works of both Murakami and Auster, further emphasizing their similarity. However, the
attempt of both authors to overcome the postmodern sense of the dissolved self in their writing
has hardly been discussed through an analysis of specific works. In Murakami's Kafka on the
Shore (2002) and Auster’'s Moon Palace (1989), Kafka Tamura and Marco Stanley Fogg, two
young men orphaned by the loss of their families, confront the difficulties of living as solitary
individuals in a postmodern world, where they are overwhelmed by a series of coincidences
and chance events that threaten their very identities.

However, the orphaned protagonists in the works of both Murakami and Auster find
otherness in the “texts” of paintings and literature. Reading these texts helps them to recover
their lost relationships with others due to the unsolvable mysteries they offer and the
opportunities for indefinite interpretation. This paper discusses how the protagonists in
Murakami's Kafka on the Shore and Auster's Moon Palace come to accept the “otherness” of
people and explore their own uniqueness in the process of learning to read texts, renewing

their memory and imagination.

113



