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Teaching Living Environment Studies I : Picture books that university students consider
to be useful for the instruction of “living environment studies”
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Abstract The significance of and potential for using picture books for instruction in “living environment
studies,” a subject taught to first- and second-year elementary school students, has received research attention.
This article changes the prevailing perspective slightly. Eighty-three third-year university students taking a
course in life environment studies were asked to consider the questions, “if picture books were to be used for
instruction in elementary school ‘living environment studies,” what kind of picture books might be used, and in
what way?” The students were asked to consider five points: Which of the nine items that make up the
“content” of “living environment studies” would be taught? (Item (9) “The student’s own growth,” which was
presented as an example, was omitted, so there were in effect eight items.); @The grade to be taught (first- or
second-year of elementary school) and the objectives (aims) of the instruction; (®Which books might be used at
the beginning of instruction; @Which books might be used to deepen children’s awareness; and (& Your reasons
or grounds for selecting these books. A wide range of picture books, totalling 141 titles, were suggested. This
article analyzes the potential for using picture books for instruction, and considers students’ images of how that
instruction would look and the grounds for selecting the picture books that they did.
Keywords: Living Environment Studies, picture books, a course in life environment studies,
elementary school, selecting picture books
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