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The Change Process of Educational Treatment in “Urawakangoku Kawagoebunkan”
— A Study of Mentally-Handicapped Persons Using Statistical Table Analysis —
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the transition of education treatment for persons with
intellectual disabilities in the Kawagoe branch of Urawa Prison in the Meiji-Taisho era. This study
examined the period from 1909 to 1922 mainly reviewing the statistics reports edited by Urawa
Prison.

This study has clarified following 2 points: 1) In 1914, “the special education for intellectually
disabled persons” started aiming to “make up for the defect of education” as the Kawagoe branch put
emphasis on the problem of re-imprisonment of those persons.However, “the special education” was
abolished in 1920. 2) Other trainings helping them to achieve “the adaptation to the society”, such as
“physical training”, “work encouragement”, and “moral education training”, were conducted instead of
“the special education”.

In the background of such policy switch, there were the changes of the view on intellectually
disabled personswith the progress of the “classification” method, or difficulties to organize the special
classes.

Keywords: mentally-handicapped persons, juvenile prison, intervention treatment






