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Teaching Method of “Elements of Music”

at Elementary School Music Education.
— Through the Analysis of the Materials to Visualize Music —

oMk ETAR

MARUBAYASHI Michiyo

[Abstract] Eight years have passed since the release of the current version of the “Education
Ministry’s Curriculum Guidelines for Elementary School”, and revision for the next update is
ongoing. The main revised point in the current “Music Section of Education Ministry’s Curricu-
lum Guidelines for Elementary School” was the formation of a “Common Curriculum for Perfor-
mance and Listening” and the inclusion of “the elements of music” in the Common Curriculum.

Since the Common Curriculum and the elements of music were introduced, many attempts to
teach them have been carried out in elementary school classrooms, and the feedback accumu-
lated through teachers’ study groups and brush-up sessions, and reflected in individual teacher’s
“Teaching Plan”. However, this feedback is from an individual teacher’s experience, and still no
framework exists to collect, analyze or clarify the overall experience of teachers as a whole. In
the current situation teachers are given insufficient information and they have to plan and teach
the class relying solely on their own experience, so they are unable to conceptualize “the ele-
ments of music” objectively. Therefore, structuring the teaching methods of “the elements of mu-
sic” or establishing a framework is necessary.

Also, alongside learning the elements of music, more materials to visualize music are being
used in recent years. This paper focuses on the materials to visualize music and reviews the re-
lationship between those materials and the teaching of “the elements of music” in elementary
school classrooms, aiming to be a fundamental study for establishing these teaching structures.

The research methods cover “music textbooks™” and “teacher guidance books”, in which the
materials to visualize music are analyzed in terms of ‘illustration’, ‘photograph’, ‘graphic score’,
‘rthythmic notation’, ‘melody line’ and ‘coloring’. Thus the tendency of each grade is revealed.
Next each element of “elements of music” is analyzed by those same terms, and tendencies and
challenges are revealed. Using these tendencies and challenges, we intend to establish a frame-
work for understanding the teaching methods of “’elements of music” at elementary school music
education in the future.
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