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Introducing The of long-term care insurance system in China:
The overview of Policy trends and political factors

.

Shen Jie

[Abstract] The long-term care insurance model had been introduced in 15 cities including Bei-
jing and Shanghai in China since June 2016. The preparation of the social security system and
financing of the nursing-care system are still in the early founding stage at present. Why did Chi-
na start introducing long-term care insurance system at this stage? This paper will identify the
policy factors attached to this trend and analyze the political situation in the international context
around China.

First, China is trying to pursuit itself as one of super powers in Asia. China is sensitive about
the level of development of Japan and Korea in the policy development. Both Japan and Korea
have introduced the long-term care insurance system. The above described conditions seem to
motivate China to move ahead.

Secondly, Chinese bureaucracy in the field found various long-term care policies for the
elderly and regulations as opportunities for their expansion of their power and authority for
fulfilling their vested interest. In other words, bureaucracy’s ambition has contributed China to
introduce the long-term care insurance system in the early stage of their policy development.

Thirdly, after the reform and opening up of the country, the China bureaucracy has acquired
expert knowledge about care policies. And they became deeply involved in planning the long-
term care policies, preparing bills, securing and allocating the budget. The bureaucracy has actu-
ally been drafting the China’s long-term care insurance system.

If China plans to establish the long-term care insurance policy in the near future, they need
to identify the policy goals and the process of this system in order to meet the needs of the soci-
ety that would gain the support by the general public.
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