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Consideration on History of Free/Low-Cost Medical Services

pronr T o
Chihiro AGAWA
(HARLTRFRFBNMERTIER AL S 2T 1 4F)

LA

HEFMERAEZ R, AStRESE R S - R RS TRRE 2T 2L TED L) [Ham
Ak | ICHIE SN T b, HERRAIRE IS, 2ER 620 O RBEFEE THME S 1, AEIE 740 77
ADIZDFIFEIZ LY EFRIZO L H o T b,

AfEik, BRI B T 2 EBAMRESREEOREDP S, HAHEL L CREL, HEOLIIETEE
L7 AME L7z ZOMER, FHEHED, ERFHRLROIMZFOEFH IELETELN, BHEL
ZLCHAREA ZIEEAHEITWDL I EFWLNII L7z, (EE 1L, OFED S O L WHENH, @
WIRIRAEAE L\, QEGEEERE L L, 2w lE LORED I, FHENEORHERE, FHE
FROMMI DTS, HARAEADIEY T, bdh o7z,

[Abstract]

Free/Low-Cost Medical Services are established by Social Welfare Act so that the needy may be provided with medi-
cal care free of charge or at low cost. It is hardly recognized by the society, but it is implemented in about 620 hospitals,
providing a total of 7.4 million people with medical care every year.

In this thesis, the history of Free/Low-Cost Medical Services is considered how it has been changing since its origin.
As a result, it was learned that the service system was established to meet requests by the government and the society,
and has various problems today. These are systematic ones; (1) strict service regulation by the government, (2) un-
even distribution of services in regional areas, (3) the majority of the service recipients are also on public assistance,
and other problems are unclearness of the service contents, insufficient systematic capability of service providers and

criticism against social welfare corporations.
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