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Taijun Takeda’s views on China around 1947 - centering on the death

of Karashima in the novel Mamushi no sue

LI Nana

[Abstract] Mamushi no sue [‘The Viper's Descendants”) is set in
Shanghai immediately following the end of World War II in 1945, and
is a tale portraying the lives of the Japanese residents in the city after
Japan's defeat in the war.

In this paper I focus on the persona of Karashima, the male
protagonist, and his death. During World War II, Karashima, who
represents Japan's power propagates “the Japanese spirit,” but after
the war spends a more favored life than the average Japanese citizen
despite the knowledge that he will be sentenced to death if caught by
the Chinese authorities. Having stolen the wife of one of his
subordinates, he takes her with him to the French quarter where
they attempt to hide.

On the night of the fifth day of the old New Year in post war
Shanghai, the character Sugi attempts to follow her request of
murdering Karashima. However, a Chinese or Korean assassin that
she has arranged has already killed Karashima with a meat cleaver. If
Karashima is not Kkilled, there is a chance that he will kill Sugi. In the
end, Sugi suggests that “:--.perhaps living is not so difficult after all---.”
But Karashima who represents the power and history of Japanese

militarism, is not able to live out his life. Sugi, the woman and her sick

husband are the only characters that manage to return to Japan.

This novel was first published in 1947 against the backdrop of the
Tokyo War Crimes Trials. The Trials were conducted under the
guidance of the United States, and the guilt of war crimes was judged
not by the Japanese themselves but by a foreign power. The author,
who witnessed the end of the war in Shanghai as a ruler, suddenly
finds himself as one of the ruled. Through the death of Karashima in
Mamushi no sue, Taijun Takeda was trying to get across the message
(that those in the literary community should not hide from the fact
that they too were war criminals who assisted in the war, and should
therefore accept some form of punishment. Simultaneously, it could
perhaps be said that the author is also looking for some way to show

his regret about recent ‘history’ in his capacity as a collaborator.

[Keywords] Taijun Takeda, regret for the war, Shanghai, Karashima,

murder
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