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The contemporary and early modern periods seen through Motojiro

Kajii's “Lemon”

KONDO Nori

[Abstract] The title of Motojiro Kajii's best-know work, “Lemon,”
derives from an eponymous anecdote in the author’s draft manuscript
for the unfinished “Seyama Story.” In the short novel (“I”), the
narrator, has fallen into a ruinous state through ill health and debts,
and has stopped going to Maruzen, the bookstore in Kyoto that he
once adored. In the present, it is now the backstreets of the city that
allure him. In these backstreets emerges a scenery approaching doom,
where “Mud walls collapse and the rows of houses tilt over at an
angle.” It is possible to see a connection between these descriptions
and the deserted houses he describes thus in his diary entries of 1923:
“Which of Cezanne’s deserted houses or his landscapes are the
beautiful?”

One can detect here a contrast between the Maruzen store, which is
the concrete manifestation of the contemporary world, and the early
modern but now defunct deserted houses. Furthermore, the colorful
vidro glass and fireworks can be connected to Cezanne’s fastidious
use of color in his paintings. And in the act of placing a lemon on top
of his heaped-up pile of picture books the author can remind us of the
composition of Cezanne’s still life paintings. Finally, the destruction of

Maruzen by Kajii's fantasy of a “lemon bomb” can be seen as

reflecting both the author’s sense of humor and a temporary catharsis.

[Keywords] Maruzen, contemporary, early modern, Cezanne, humor
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