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Inherent Structure of the “Agony” Narrated by Bunsou Hashikawa:
A Vision for Overcoming “Fictionality” in the 1970s
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[Abstract]

The prototypical experience of Bunsou Hashikawa (1922-1983) is that he entrusted a reason for his self-existence to
the Japanese Romantic School during wartime, when death was imminent. Hashikawa held an image of the Japanese
people in which they were positively drawn to Japanese fascism, which was realistically supported in their hearts. Hashi-
kawa foresaw the time when “agony” concerning the “falseness of self-existence” would manifest between pre-modern
“nature” and modern “art” in the 1930s. Hashikawa’s historical image centered on “the agony” of the 1930s has submit-
ted in the 1950s by a motif of irony in the Japanese Romantic School, which resists the “modern system”. Moreover, Ha-
shikawa shows this “agony” in three stages through resistance to patriarchy in the 1960s, and continuously develops a re-
sistance to the imperialist structure of the 1970s. In this study, I notice that Hashikawa, who assumed the source of
feelings of “fiction” in a self-existence as something relative, came to the structuralization of “agony” to grope for a vi-

sion, which enables to assume a self-existence as something absolute.
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