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The Evolution of the Bai Niang Zi in the “White Snake”:
Focus on Xiao Bai in the Animated Film “White Snake (2019)”
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[Abstract]

Due to the political strategy of the Chinese government and the market environment, the animation films which based
on Chinese folk legends and myths have become popular and popular in China. This animation boom has several differ-
ent parts from traditional stories, such as incorporating modern values.

This paper will focus on the anime based on the traditional story “White Snake” which is the one of the four greatest
Chinese folk legends. I discuss the factors that caused the huge boom of the movie “White Snake” which was released in
2019, comparing with the characters and story of the traditional “White Snake” stories. In addition, I will analyze the dif-
ference of depiction of the characters, especially focusing on the “Bai Niang Zi”, considering the historical background

at the stories distributed.
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