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Replication Study:

The Effect of Social Norms on the Relation between Reputation Concern and Altruistic Behavior
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[Abstract]

Recently, reputation concerns have gained attention as a factor promoting altruistic behavior. Kawamura

and Kusumi (2018b) tested the hypothesis that whether reputation concerns promote altruistic behavior
depends on the context. They found that individual differences in rejection avoidance were positively
associated with altruism in situations where prosocial norm was present, but negatively associated when
such a norm was not salient. However, the positive association between rejection avoidance and altruism in
the prosocial context did not reach conventional levels of statistical significance. This may be due to ceiling
effects in the altruism scores. To address this, the current study replicated Kawamura and Kusumi (2018b)
with a modified method. The results indicated that ceiling effects in altruism scores were not observed, but
the interaction effects between normative conditions and reputation concerns were not statistically

significant.
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