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Zoshigaya Research:
Changes in the Use of Zoshigaya Cemetery by Nearby Residents
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Abstract Zoshigaya Cemetery, established in September 1874, celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2024. Today,
the cemetery is recognized as a place where many famous people, such as Soseki Natsume and Yumeji Takehisa,
have been laid to rest. However, the use of the space has also changed with the changing times, as seen in the fact
that a hawk room was established there before the cemetery was opened. This study traces the historical
development of Zoshigaya Cemetery and clarifies what kind of place it has been recognized as by the local people.
From interviews with neighborhood residents and cemetery users, it was confirmed that the cemetery was used as
an area for catching insects and playing baseball from the 1950s to the 1980s, and for daily activities such as walking
and commuting to work and school from the 2000s onward. It is not only a place to remember the dead, but also to
revive childhood memories and preserve valuable green space in the city.
Keywords: Zoshigaya, metropolitan cemetery, audio survey, local community, public facilities
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