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Creating a Cooperative System in Small Childcare Facilities
— A Study on Intervention by Municipalities —
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Abstract Small-scale day-care facilities are authorized by local municipalities and can care for children ages 0 to
2. Children age 3 and older transition to neighboring educational and day-care facilities, but local municipalities
intervene little in terms of coordinating the transition of children from small-scale day-care facilities, and much of
the work is left up to the child care providers. A study of cooperation among small-scale daycare facilities revealed
that the City of Koshigaya, Saitama Prefecture is implementing its own unique approach. Therefore, the current
study examined the efforts of the City of Koshigaya, Saitama Prefecture from the perspective of creating a system
of collaboration, and it considered the roles required of the local government and the nature of its intervention.
Results revealed that in the creation of a cooperative system for small-scale childcare facilities, the local government
should play the role of connecting small-scale childcare facilities and related organizations, and it should provide
indirect intervention based on the current situation at and issues faced by small-scale childcare facilities.

Key words : Childcare for younger children, Small-scale childcare facilities, Community-based childcare,
Childcare system, Childcare administration
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