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How Early Childhood Teachers are Involved in Supporting the Development
of Pretend Play by Children 1II:
Examining Examples of Pretend Play from Five Perspectives
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to ascertain important points that could not be fully covered in previous
studies on how early childhood (EC) teachers are involved in supporting the development of pretend play by children.
We focused on examples of 3-year-old children who played continuously over a long period of time and examples of
5-year-old children who were capable of cooperative play, and we analyzed those examples from five perspectives.
Examples of play by 3-year-olds indicated the importance of 1) noticing signs of a stagnation or rut in play and
providing appropriate assistance and support, 2) direct assistance for 3-year-olds who are at the stage of “taking a
position” so that they can become aware of the framework of pretend play, and 3) configuring environments and
opportunities that allow for the visual sharing of views. For 5-year-olds, what is important is 1) assistance that looks

one step ahead with a watchful attitude, 2) helping to
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clarify frameworks and plans and making roles more
authentic, and 3) ensuring a cooperative experience
through the sharing of views. When considering the
development of play, an EC teacher needs to pay close
attention to children’s behavior according to their stage of
development and to understand and review the “things,”
“people,” and “places” associated with play.
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