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Creation of the Concept of the Urban Landscape in Modern Paris:
Through the Urban Remodeling of Paris and an Analysis of Impressionist Paintings
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Abstract Haussmann’s major renovation of Paris during the Second Empire in the 19" century became a model
for subsequent modern urban planning, but it also destroyed historic existing city blocks. Therefore, the renovation
had merits and demerits. This study focuses on the Impressionists and later painters (Pissarro, Caillebotte, and
Utrillo) who depicted Urban Landscape of Paris. This work examines how Urban Landscape of Paris appear in their
works and how the Parisians of the era perceived their works. Modern Urban Landscape created by urban
development projects became the subject matter for painters who had previously painted natural landscapes and
were widely depicted by Impressionist painters. The modern urban area of Paris was considered to be an ordinary
living environment by people, and the concept of the Urban Landscape was created in their minds. The pictorial
depiction of the Parisian Urban Landscape must have contributed to this process.
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Fig.1 Camille Pissarro, Place du Théatre Francais,
Paris: Rain
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Fig.2 Gustave Caillebotte, The Europe Bridge
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