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Furyu and Festivals in Eastern Saga Prefecture:

Case Study of Miyaki Town, Miyaki County
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[Abstract]

“Furyu (Jilii) ”. also known as “Furyu ({#17.)” in Kyushu, is one of a traditional
dances in Japan, especially in the area centered on the former Hizen Province in Kyusyu.

In Hizen Province (present-day Saga prefecture and Nagasaki prefecture), a lot of
types of Furyu dances are inherited in many shrines and those are divided into nine types.

Six shrines in Miyaki town, Miyaki county, Saga prefecture, have inherited Furyu
named “Gyoretsu-furyu ({7#)3%37) 7.

“Gyoretsu-furyu” is a procession modeled after the daimyo’s procession held during
the Edo period. It is thought that the procession was included in the festival around the
mid-1600s because of its splendid costumes and equipment.

Today, shrine parishioners paraded through the town to the accompaniment of some
musical performances.

Analysis is based on the previous research as well as documents relating to temples and

shrines in the early modern era.
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