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A study of children's outdoor play environments focusing on sound
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Abstract Outside play is necessary for children’s growth and development. However, due to social changes,
outdoor play spaces have decreased. Additionally, residents perceive the sound of children playing as noise and
there is a lack of space for children to play outside freely. In this study, we used data from “Dorozoku Map”, a
website for sharing incidents of hazardous and nuisance behaviors in urban areas, and analyzed the environment
where complaints related to children's outdoor play and noise occurred. The results revealed that complaints
regarding children's outdoor play and noise were found to be more likely to occur in areas where newer and older
buildings coexist, in places with narrow road widths, in locations with limited planting, as well as in locations with
open spaces such as parking lots and vacant lots.
Keywords: Play environment, Sounds of children playing, Noise, Complaints, Local residents
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