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Handing Over Social Work: What Is It, Really?
— Playing with Definitions and Parallel Concepts —
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1. “What is Social Work?” -— “It’s art.”
< v % —/\— The Contribution of
Sociology to Social Work
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2. “What is Social Work?” — “It's a
profession.” /\— kL v b The
Common Base of Social Work
Practice

(1) “It’ s a profession.”
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E1 : THE COMMON BASE OF SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE

Central Focus

Social Functioning

People coping with life situations
Balance between demands of the social environment
-and people’s coping efforts

Orientation
Primary concern for
people involved in the situation

{
Body
of
Values

Attitudes

i
Body
of
Knowledge

Ways of

toward peopl

understanding

Interventlve Repertoire

Working with
individuals, groups, social organizations
directly and through collaborative action

Harriett M. Bartlett, The Common Base of Social Work
Practice, (Washington, D.C.: NASW, 170) p.130
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3. “What is Social Work?” — “It’s the
international Definition of Social
Work by IFSW and IASSW.”
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The social work profession promotes social
change, problem solving in human
relationships and the empowerment and
liberation of people to enhance well-being.
Utilising theories of human behaviour and
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social systems, social workintervenes at the-

points where people interact with -their
environments. Principles of human rights
and social justice are fundamental to social
work.
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The social work profession promotes social
change as well as social stability, problem
solving as well as harmony in human
relationships, and the empbwerment and
liberation of people to enhance well-being.
Utilising theories of human behaviour and
social systems and respecting unique
traditions and culture in different ethnic
groups, social work intervenes at the points
where people interact with their environments
and where individuals go well with their
significant others. Principles of human
rights and social justice as well as
responsibility and collective harmony are
fundamental to social work in various
countries.
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