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[Abstract]

This paper analyzes the political aspects of postwar Japanese society through the works published
in Shosetsu Shincho (Shinchosha Publication Co. Ltd), a publication that is generally regarded as a
“middlebrow literature magazine,” placed somewhere between serious literature (Junbungaku) and
popular fiction (Taishu-shosetsu). From its appearance in September of 1947, Shosetsu Shincho grew
until the mid-1960s as the Japanese people, who had access to few periodicals during the war, desired
entertainment. In addition, not only writers and Shinchosha, but also many other Japanese were
caught up in postwar commercialism.

In my previous essay, “Historical narratives of postwar Japanese society in ‘Middlebrow Literature
Magazines' : Focusing on the gravures of Shosetsu Shincho” (2014), 1 analyzed postwar Japanese

society through the gravures in Shosetsu Shincho from the time of its first publication until December
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1965. This time span can be divided into four periods: September 1947 to 1949, 1950 to 1954, 1955 to
April 1957, and May 1957 to 1965. Based on the earlier study, this paper especially focuses on
Shosetsu Shincho's first publication in September 1947 to December 1949.

First, I analyze the position of “middlebrow literature magazines” Shosetsu Shincho in postwar
Japanese society. Second, I study the intentions and purposes of writers. Third, I analyze the
relationship between Japan's postwar politics and the general subjects of their writings. This paper
provides a new historical analysis of postwar Japanese society through the “middlebrow literature
magazine” Shosetsu Shincho, since there has been little discourse on this topic and little study of this

material.
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