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The Research Division in Bureau of Aboriginal Affairs and the “Riban”
(aborigine controlling policy): a considering the work of Sakura Magozo during
his second stay in Taiwan (1910-1912)
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NISHIMURA Kazuyuki

[Abstract] From 1910 to 1912, Sakura Magozo lived in Taiwan. He worked at the Research
Division in Bureau of Aboriginal Affairs, the Taiwanese Governor-General’s Office. Sakura was
born in Nihonmatsu, Fukusima in 1861. He was a member of the first public servant from Japan
in Colonial Taiwan, 1895. After three years, Sakura went back to Japan. But, in 1910, he came to
Taiwan again, and worked as a temporary employee in the Research Division in Bureau of Ab-
original Affairs till 1912. The Taiwanese Governor-General’s Office enacted a program of armed
repression for Taiwanese Aboriginal people, from 1910 to 1915. And, famous Anthropologists,
Ino Kanori, Torii Ryuzo, and Mori Ushinosuke, were also belonged to the Research Division in
Bureau of Aboriginal Affairs with Sakura. Considering the work of Sakura and these anthropolo-
gists, I can understand what means “research” for the aborigine controlling policy of the Taiwan-
ese Governor-General’s Office.
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