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Study of Flowering plants of autumn
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[Abstract]

While the events surrounding Sosetsu Kitagawa- s artistic activities remain

»

unclear, his use of an “Inen ( & & )" seal, which is believed to have been a
trademark of Sotatsu Tawaraya’s workshop, and that the majority of his works
have been discovered in the Hokuriku region, especially in Kanazawa, suggest
that he was a pupil of Sosetsu Tawaraya, known to have served the Kaga clan,
based in the Hokuriku region.

This paper examines Sosetsu’s Flowering plants of autumn, and begins by
focusing on its depiction of Canna indica (a subtropical plant that was introduced
to Japan during the Edo period), a plant that is not represented in other flower-
grass paintings with an “Inen” seal. The late 17th century, which is believed to
have been the period of Sosetsu’s artistic activities, corresponds to the time
during which botanical studies were flourishing in Japan, which we can assume
is a factor behind the appearance of this flower. Canna indica is also depicted in
the works of Shikou Watanabe. Shikou served Iehiro Konoe, an ardent devotee
of botanical studies who also had a major interest in the Ryukyu Kingdom. Given
that botanical studies were still at a stage of infancy, one person close to Sosetsu
or connected to Kanazawa who was in a position to know about this extremely
rare plant, familiar to only a select few people, was Tsunanori Maeda, fifth lord
of the Kaga clan. Here, we cannot overlook the relationship between Tsunanori
and Sosetsu. Tsunanori was guided by a love of learning and by the policies of
Toshitsune Maeda, the third lord of the Kaga clan, whose relationship with
Tawaraya is clear.

Furthermore, when considering how Korin, who was active in Kyoto during
this time, was influenced by flower-grass paintings with an “Inen” seal, this
paper, suggests that there is scope for further examining the relationship
between Tsunanori Maeda and Tsunahira Nijyou, to whom Korin was in service.
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