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Kiku and Isamu
—— Mizuki-ism seen from a script ——
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[Abstract]

Yoko Mizuki was one of the most active female, movie script and television scriptwriters in the
postwar era of Japanese industry. In the midst of a male- dominated, nearly feudalistic movie industry,
she was able to produce a significant number of hits written from a woman’s perspective. Attesting to
this, her works were placed first in the Top Ten List of The Cinema Weekly five times in a ten-year
period starting from 1950. She also left a legacy of stellar accomplishments in numerous other
categories.

In spite of the fact that most research to date has been based on her collaboration with various
directors, there is very little research on her and her works alone. The primary focus of this thesis is
on her association with the director, Tadashi Imai, with whom she produced most of her cinematic
work.

In particular, I will discuss her script and her works which I will call “Mizuki-ism”. The work was
written in the thirteen-year time period following the Second World War in the Pacific and is staged
in the North-East area of Japan. The discussion will be presented from the perspective of the scenario

of Kiku and Isamu.
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