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[Abstract]

Research of Feminization of Poverty began with Diana Pearce’s study on the phenomenon in the
United States in 1978, and has since mainly evolved in the developed countries which had a similar
socioeconomic situation with the US.

This theme grew popular among developing countries after the 4th World Conference on Women in
1995 at Beijing, China. Despite the increasing number of studies conducted in developing countries on
feminization of poverty, there is no universal conclusion on this theme because of the economic and
cultural differences among them.

In this study, I reviewed "feminization of poverty" researches conducted on developed and
developing countries, and pointed out some analytic points of view that were ignored in female
poverty analysis in developing countries. Those are 1) the bases of household economy and 2) the

household type, such as a household with married female household head.
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