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A study on Shotaro Okuno’s “ohanashi” (tales) for the listening
method of Japanese language education during the Taisyo Period
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[Abstract]

The purpose of this paper is to define the theories of Shotaro Okuno’'s (1888-1967) “ohanashi”
(tales). Okuno is known as the elementary school teacher who proposed the listening method of
Japanese language education (kikikata kyoiku). He emphasized the necessity of using “ohanashi” in
listening classes. Okuno’s approach to listening classes which was to improve children’s vocabulary is
not popular today in Japan because the main aim of today’s listening classes is to improve children'’s
communication skills. But I think that his theories of using “ohanashi” for listening classes include
important issues for Japanese language education such that stimulating children’s interest in
“ohanashi” is effective in developing their sense of the Japanese language and nuances of words, and
also it is important for school teachers to pay attention to the subject matter that they use in listening
classes. I believe Okuno's theories were novel at that time but also remain important in present-day
Japan.

This paper is the part of a dissertation which was given a doctor’'s degree by Japan Women's

University in 2013.
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