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.. It's about sunlight. It’s about the special way that dawn spreads out
on a river when you know you must cross the river and march into the
mountains and do things you are afraid to do.

Tim O’Brien, “How to Tell a True War Story.”
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We are your sons, America,
and you cannot change that.
When you awake,

we will still be here.”
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The ER was so busy with the wounded — so damn young —
the cries and smells were background, the “push”

had just begun.. . ..

The back room called “Expectant,” where those not

yet gone would pass — where the hope for saving

had been lost, and they would breathe their last. (65)
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I knew part of the price / when nine other women
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who had watched the helicopters / and seen the mist

talked of their children: / Jason’s heart defect, and

Amy’s and Rachel’s and Timothy’s . . . .

How lucky they felt / when one child was born healthy / whole.
How they grieved / about the miscarriages

one, two, three, even seven . . . .

I choose not to know / if my eggs are / misshapen and withered
as the trees along the river.

If snipers are hidden / in the coils of my DNA. (187-189)
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Wounds heal from the bottom up | and from outside in

Each must be kept open, | must be proved | and exposed to light.
Must be inspected | and known. (87) (FHEIZFELE D)
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Mamasan / Squats at her basin / Wringing out endless chatter
Through blackened teeth that hide here smile.. . ..

Orange clouds of dust / Chase black silk Pajamas

That scurry in the breeze / To cover bowed legs.

She filters out of our world

Back to hers / Through a simple gate. (23)
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My day starts when I see Truong.

She lives in the hospital’s paraplegic ward

where her mother suffers from the results of a bullet

that damaged her spinal cord / while she was planting rice.

She will live another month, / perhaps.

R— b IV ERBEITIEY BT 72012, BIAREH O W A IO R TR
HLEDEDL I LI o TWADEN, DPIEZ TNV 7720 LA,
I look around the ward. / And almost invariably I find her

peeping out from where she sleeps,

in the spilled urine under her mother’s bed. (21)
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One night in late 1965 / A Vietnamese mother received a letter

From her beloved child / In the battle field

Telling her of his first memories of war.

He’d seen a young American soldier / Agonizing

As he let out his last sigh.

“Oh Mama!” the American had cried.

Tears filled the Vietnamese mother’s eyes . . . .
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Again and again she cries / For her lost son
And for an unknown American mother

Who lost her beloved child. (41)

NI FLEPSEDZD L) BIEREZOFEIZWND 5N TV E T L OER
EREV, INHFEVHRNTVEW TRYEDEFOFE, O—D>Th b,
WEDO—N, T7 =777 ¥ —0“TV Wars First Blood Part II” (1990)
W2E TN T4 OFNEZRILESEE N ETD200ULDOEKRE L7 L808
ZTOFEFERHINTVD, XPFATORILS 10 F L2209 B IS
TA)AEHRICIEEZED EHITHHRT TR FA, Z#EDRE) L L
Tw/z,
Beside the ship leaving port / For the hot, dry gulf
The white-haired woman says
I’'m proud of my grandson / He has to go
To protect our interest.

Dear lady,
Your interest just left on that ship. (190)
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It was the summer of 1971 . . ..

Driving from Washington to Boston / I lost my way.

The July heat was heavy . . ..

Then, / on both sides of the highway, / as far as I could see,
stretched a graveyard. / Stone after gray stone.. . . .

The tombstones went on and on / like rows of parading soldiers . . . .
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The road and the water grayed / until panic washed over me.

I pulled off onto the shoulder of the road / and wept. (53-54)
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