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Kuwanomidera Engi Emaki and the Wedding with Keiju-in (2)

KOTANTI Ryoko

[Abstract] Looking at the period when the Kuwanomidera Engi
Emaki [Illustrated Handscroll of the Origins of Kuwanomi Temple]
was created, this study examines the movements of the high-ranking
court nobles Sanjonishi Sanetaka (1455-1537) and Konoe Hisamichi
(1472-1544) in conjunction with the production and appreciation of
illustrated handscrolls in imperial court society in the capital city,
Kyoto. Sanjonishi Sanetaka took the existing account of the origins of
Kuwanomi Temple, which looks back to the time of Empress Genmei
(661-721), and framed it as a story about a fictional temple called
Nanako-ji. Then, in the final scroll, the narrative returns to the
pattern of historical events, reversing the order of the fictionalized
narrative and culminating with a visit to Kuwanomi Temple by the
Empress Genmei, which is accompanied by miraculous events.

At that time, civil disorder in Kyoto was on the rise in the absence of
the shogun (ruler of the military government), to the extent that even
the households of the regents and advisors to the court had no choice
but to abandon the capital city. Konoe Hisamichi sought to gain
protection for Kyoto and for the Konoe family by dispatching Keiju-in
to be wed to the Shogun Yoshiharu, who had sequestered himself at
Kuwanomi Temple, away from the strife. Hisamichi’'s maneuver was

intended to induce Yoshiharu to return to Kyoto sooner. The

marriage to Keiju-in was desirable for Yoshiharu, as well, but there
was no precedent for a woman from the high lineage of the regents
and advisors to travel away from the capital for a wedding at a
temple in the relatively distant province of Omi.

What Hisamichi is thought to have done, therefore, is to suggest to
the Shogun Yoshiharu that an illustrated handscroll be created that
would make Keiju-in want to go to Kuwanomi Temple of her own will.
In the handscroll, the palace of the protagonist Empress Genmei
(Princess Ahe) is depicted like the realm found in paintings based on
the Tale of Genji (Genji monogatari), and the women who appear in
this Tale of Genji realm are allegorical representations of actual
women. The handscroll borrows the figure of the Empress Genmei
from the distant past and presents it in an allegorical manner
suggesting that for the actual Keiju-in to go to Kuwanomi Temple
would be to bring about the miraculous manifestation of sun and
moon bodhisattvas together there, as had occurred in events
connected with the temple’s origin.

Tllustrated handscrolls were closely held as treasured objects, but it is
also known that the emperor and court nobles in Kyoto viewed such
works. The highly placed Konoe Hisamichi was the preeminent figure
in the creation of illustrated handscrolls. Despite this, the
Kuwanomidera Engi Emaki is the one handscroll whose production
he did not participate in. That is contrary to expectation, however,
considering that this was a first-rate illustrated handscroll

commissioned by the shogun and written by the emperor. It appears
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reasonable to conclude that the production of this handscroll was not
undertaken as a personal order from Sanjonishi Sanetaka, but rather
as a project of the imperial court. The Kuwanomidera Engi Emaki
was a love letter, a maneuver of courtship, and no doubt the true
purpose in creating it was so that it could be shown to Keiju-in. This
illustrated handscroll was the starting point for the union of Yoshiharu
and Keiju-in, the husband and wife who sought to keep the capital
city Kyoto safe.

[Key Words] Kuwanomidera Engi Emaki, Ashikaga Yoshiharu,

Konoe Hisamichi, Keiju-in, Sanjonishi Sanetaka
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