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Visibleness and Invisibleness:
The Implication of Michel Foucault’s Theory of the Picture
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[Abstract]

Michel Foucault discusses historical paintings from the 17" to the 20" centuries, such as works of Velazquez,

Manet and Magritte. Here Foucault tries to analyze into the visible surfaces of their paintings and to illuminate
invisible meanings there. For him “to see” is the same meaning of the act based on both his philosophical thought
and his historical viewpoint. His argument of these paintings guides us to see visibleness as to know invisibleness. It

represents the act of rethinking the power of social definitions through art.
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