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Science is a procedure for testing and rejecting hypotheses, not a
compendium of certain knowledge. Claims that can be proved incor-
rect lie within its domain (as false statements that meet the primary
methodological criterion of testability). But theories that cannot be
tested in principle are not part of science. Science is doing, not clev-
er cogitation; we reject Omphalos as useless, not wrong.

Stephen Jay Gould, ADAM’S NAVEL AND OTHER ESSAYS
(London 1995) p.12

Stylistically I have taken the liberty of using the first person sin-
gular when this seemed the clearest and most honest way of phras-
ing the point. I have taken other small stylistic liberties - all within
the boundaries of good academic practice, or so I hope - believing
that historical enterprise has little to gain from the stylishic ascefi-
cism practised in the sciences, and indeed that an artificially dry
turn of phrase does more to obstruct lucidity than improve it. In all

this I hope I have not fallen prey to narcissism. My wish is always



simply to communicate.
Daniel M. Vyleta, CRivE, JEws AND NEws  Vienna 1895 - 1914 (New
York 2007) p.11
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