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As the Chamber has no means of direct communication with the cultivators them-
selves, it takes leave to address the Government of H. M. the Mikado, trusting that
His Excellency will have the goodness to bring to the notice of the inhabitants of the
Silk districts, the dangers now surrounding their precious industry, and it feels as-
sured that such a step coming as it will do with the high authority of a Government in-
tent upon the welfare of its people, will be received with all the more deference and at-
tention.
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First in importance for the production of good silk, is an abundant supply of good Co-
coons. That these exists in Japan is indisputable, —but it is to be feared that nearly
the whole of them are now used for the production of seed, and that a fair propor-
tion is not kept for reeling.

Further, the production of seed carried to excess, exhausts the race, and while the
Chamber fully recognizes the fact that Japan is able to produce seed enough to meet
the wants of Europe in addition to its own, it would earnestly recommend a prudent
use of this power: —and here the Chamber would make an observation which it thi-
nks of equal importance to both Japanese and European silk growers, —namely: If Ja-
pan would retain the source of profit and wealth arising from the export of seed, and
if Europe is to continue to receive this precious assistance, it is absolutely indispensa-
ble that a reserve of good seed should be retained in the country from year to year,
and that the whole of it be not sold.5®
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NTWBREEITENTXTHMETH ] it is satisfactory to observe that the suggestion
made to the Government as to the improvement of the silk of their country should have re-
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ceived such earnest and practical consideration. & 50 L 72 %0,
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