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2 Themes in Night on the Galactic Railroad: Seeker of Happiness for All and Primordial Mother
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Abstract[In the first and second drafts of Kenji Miyazawa’s Night on the Galactic Railroad, Giovanni embarks on
the way of the bodhisattva with Campanella. Unsuccessful, Giovanni resolves to seek happiness for all people on his
own. But the third and fourth drafts conceivably add Miyazawa’s veiled determination to deliver his deceased Toshi
-in the form of Campanella- to “heaven’s field,” a place analogous to Mahayana Buddhism’s celestial heaven known
as the Joyous Realm. Giovanni and Campanella share a green train ticket in the earlier drafts, but Campanella has a
gray ticket starting with the third draft. A mother in a field emerges, depicting the primordial mother. This mother
may have been inspired by Maitreya, a bodhisattva said to reside in the Joyous Realm. Entrusting Campanella to
this mother, Giovanni returns to this world and walks among its inhabitants carrying milk—sustenance from the
primordial mother.

[IKey words : Seeker of happiness (savior), The primordial mother, Mother’s milk, The Joyous Realm (Tushita),
Gray ticket
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