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Haya Akegarasu’s Linking of Jodo Shinshu and Shinto
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[Abstract]
Haya Akegarasu (1877-1954), a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist, was a leading figure in the Otani

sect of Shinshu during the early Showa period and had many followers. He is considered a
Japanist who led the Japanese to war through using religion. Here, I examine his thinking in
his lectures, especially from 1931 to 1935.

Akegarasu used the figures of Shinran, Prince Shotoku, and Norinaga Motoori to develop
connections between Jodo Shinshu and state Shinto. This paper focuses on Akegarasu's
understanding of the 17 Articles of the Constitution and interprets his thought in terms of
Articles 1 and 2.

Akegarasu’s work makes it clear that his thinking was not Japanistic in general; rather, he

had systematized views of religion.
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