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Exchanges Between Priests of Daigo-ji and Negoro-ji Temples and the

Changing Nature of Their Contacts
SATO Arika

[Abstract] Negoro-ji Temple is known today as the head temple of
the Shingi Shingon School of Shingon Buddhism. It developed as a
temple complex that was formed from its predecessor institution, the
Daidenpo-in Temple, which was founded by the priest Kakuban on
Mt. Koya in 1130. It was centered at Hofuku-ji Temple on Mt. Negoro
in what was then called Kishu Province (part of today's Wakayama
and Mie Prefectures). As an institution devoted primarily to doctrinal
study, the Negoro-ji Temple has produced large numbers of great
scholars. Among the temples that have close relations with Negoro-ji
Temple is Daigo-ji Temple, which is the principal temple of the Ono
School of Shingon esoteric Buddhism. The bulk of research on
exchanges between priests of the two temples has concentrated on
the time from the Kamakura to Muromachi Periods (12th to 16th
centuries). There is still research left to do, therefore, on the early

modern period (late 16th to mid-19th centuries). Moreover, the

existing studies are focused on their particular periods, and so do not
provide larger-scale views of changes that took place. This study is
therefore focused in particular on certain of the priests at Daigo-ji
Temple who had contact with Negoro-ji Temple priests. These were
priests in the orthodox lineage of Kenjin (1192-1263) in the Sanboin
School and the priests of imperial or other noble descent who were
known as the Sanboin monzeki (monzeki being a term that applies
both to the institution and to the individual heading that institution), a
lineage that inherited the position of zasu, or head priest, of the Daigo-
ji Temple complex. The study examines the distinctive characteristics
and changes in the exchanges carried on by priests of the two
temples from the Kamakura to the early Edo Periods (12th to 17th
centuries).

In the Kenjin lineage of the Sanboin School, exchanges took place on a
personal basis primarily among priests who were inheritors of that
lineage of Buddhist teaching. This began during the mid-Kamakura
Period (13th century) when Kenjin passed on his teaching lineage to
Raiyu (1226-1304), who restored Negoro-ji Temple to prominence, and
went on into the Azuchi-Momoyama Period (ca. late 16th century). In
the Sanboin monzeki lineage, Kenshun (1299-1357) was named the
head priest (zasu) of Daidenpo-in Temple in 1336, and from that time
on, the monzeki priest of every generation occupied that position.
The relationship between Sanboin monzeki priests and Negoro-ji
Temple priests could be said to have begun with this official master-

disciple relationship. Of particular note is Gigyo (1505-1564) of the late
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Muromachi Period (16th century), who exerted his efforts as head
priest (zasu) of Daidenpo-in Temple to have Raiyu honored by
posthumously awarding him official court rank, and to have Kakuban
honored by posthumously granting him the exalted court title of
Daishi (Great Master). Meanwhile, Gigyo also conferred initiation into
the teachings of his lineage to Negoro-ji Temple priests, so the official
relationship that formed one axis of exchange is known to have been
augmented by this transmission of teachings, which formed another
such axis. Gigyo had a disciple named Gien (1558-1626) who, even
after the Negoro-ji Temple complex was destroyed by Toyotomi
Hideyoshi in 1585, continued to initiate priests living where Negoro-ji
Temple had stood into his lineage of teachings. This indicates that he
was acting as a mediator for secular power as well as religious
authority

In other words, the master-disciple relationships of individual priests
come down to a matter of private exchanges. It is for that reason
that these two parties continued to conduct their exchanges with
respect for each other even after the buildings of Negoro-ji Temple
had been laid waste.

[Key Words] Daigo-ji Temple Sanboin monzeki, Daidenpo-in Temple
head priest (zasu), Negoro-ji Temple, Gigyo, Raiyu
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