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Doctrinal Activity of Gien Jugo of Daigo-ji Temple: Gien's Perception
of the School of Traditional Teaching (Kogi) and the School of
Reformed Teaching (Shingi) as Seen in the Revival of Monthly

Debates on Doctrine

KANG Sukjung

[Abstract] Gien Jugo (1558-1626) is viewed as a patriarchal figure
responsible for restoring Daigo-ji Temple to prominence in the early
modern period, and he is also known for carrying out a variety of
reforms not only at Daigo-ji Temple but in the Shingon order at large.
His work within the temples, in particular, was not limited to putting
the temple precincts in order, and his aim was also to make Shingon
studies flourish both in terms of ritual practice (jiso) and doctrinal
study (kyoso). In light of the fact that present-day researches on

doctrinal study (kyoso) at Daigo-ji Temple have concentrated mostly

on the medieval period (approximately 12th to 16th centuries), the
present study focuses on the case of Gien at the start of the early
modern period. The examination here is concerned in particular with
Gien’s perceptions as seen in the monthly debates on doctrine that
were revived by Gien.

It should be noted first of all that the monthly debates on doctrine
went through two main periods of revival. In Part 1 of this study, the
first period of revival is investigated in terms of the relationship with
Shingon doctrine of the Shingi School (new or reformed teaching), and
in Part 2, the second period of revival is investigated in terms of the
relationship with Shingon doctrine of the Kogi School (old or
traditional teaching). Both these are examined for what they reveal
about Gien’s perception of the Kogi School and the Shingi School.
These revivals of doctrinal debate involved the support of scholar
priests at the temples that were representative centers for the various
doctrines, and this study looks at that support. It also directs
attention to the doctrinal topics (gika) that were valued in the Shingi
School (reformed teaching) and that were a factor in the distinction
that Gien made between Shingi and Kogi. This is shown by
comparison of the topics chosen for the doctrinal debates at the
different temples. From this, Part 3 further examines the state of
doctrinal debate on Shingon teachings during the time from the late
medieval period into the first part of the early modern period. It
further describes how the temples that were representative centers

for the various doctrines also provided a basis for Gien to distinguish

56



HESG DAL EY

n‘/ﬁ;"

2
i

il

i

the Kogi School and Shingi School teachings.

In distinguishing the Kogi School and Shingi School in this way, Gien
gave priority to the Kogi School (traditional teaching) while also
exerting every effort to develop Shingon teachings and doctrinal
study (kyoso, as distinct from ritual practice, jiso). He promoted this
in the form of dual study of reformed and traditional teachings
together(shin-ko kengaku), an approach that accepts Shingi School
teaching but an approach that had fallen out of favor at that time.
What Gien hoped for was that scholarly study and practice would be
continued by later ages, and, as if this hope had been heard and acted
on, later studies gradually became more affirmative in the acceptance
of Shingi School teachings.

[Key Words] Gien, doctrinal study (kyoso), monthly debates, Kogi
School (traditional teaching), Shingi School (reformed teaching)
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