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Conduct and treatment of local samurai in the Northern and Southern

Courts era: seen through the case of Harima Province

SHIMIZU Yuka

[Abstract] The Northern and Southern Courts era lasted for the
relatively brief span of 60 years, but hurled Japan into a vortex of
conflict between the courts of the north and south and was, moreover,
the era that gave birth to the powerful samurai who were to lead the
Muromachi shogunate. However, behind the public stage upon which

these powerful samurai acted there was of course another stratum of
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samural who played a supporting role. In this paper I describe those
serving beneath the powerful samurai in their various territories as
“local samurai,” and cite and consider the exploits of the Harima
samurai and examples of the treatment received in the light of these
exploits by these samurai, an entity for whom the opportunities to
place in the spotlight are few and far between.

What was emphasized most in samurai society was the master-vassal
relationship that created a connection in which upon one hand the
vassal was utterly faithful to his master, and in return the master
provided favors to the vassal. This was because through the stringent
observance of this system the vassal obtained territory and status,
while the master was able to maintain a stable labor supply and
revenue.

It was due to this relationship that, as witnessed in the dispute
between Kyoto’s Gionsha and Himeji's Hiromine family, in situations in
which retention of territory was possible even without an
intermediary, there was no need to seek the assistance of the master.
Furthermore, as the case of the Azumi family illustrates, it was
possible for vassals to choose their own master according to the state
of wars, and devote themselves to retention of territory.

Moreover, the 7" generation leader of the Echizen province-based
Shimazu family, Shimazu Tadakane, raised the status of his family by
engaging in the Battle of Niudera that took place between the
provinces of Settsu and Harima, growing to become a figure

prominently regarded among the Harima samurai. His participation

in numerous battles was also rewarded with the receipt of land.
However, due to many obstacles it was not possible to rule over the
awarded land, with people dispatched there to manage it sometimes
being murdered, and as a result the granting of awards actually
disadvantaged the recipient. Nonetheless, with the objective of
maintaining territory and acquiring new land, for as long as they kept
on trusting their masters these samurai continued to devote
themselves to servitude in return for favor

[Key Words] Samurai society, relation of master and servant,

retention of territory, rewards, Harima samurai
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