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Abstract
considers the ultimate choice Elnora, the heroine, takes in Gene Stratton—Porter's A Girl of the Limberlost. The nature

This paper examines the relationship between the various female images represented by each character and

and the way of life of women typified by each character are presented to Elnora. Initially, she seems to be an ambitious
intellectual figure, but eventually leads herself to the ideal wife / mother image as “the Angel of the House”. At the point
of the change, two female types play important roles: Bird Woman, a pioneering female role model, and “society wife”
Edith, as opposed to Elnora. Referencing the ideal female image at the time of publication, this paper examines the kind

of female image presented to the heroine Elnora. Finally, the paper concludes that a new female image is established as

the third choice in this story.
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I would have to be well acquainted with her to know,
but I should hope so. To make a real home for a tired
business man is a very different kind of work from that
required to be a leader of society. It demands different
talent and education. Of course, she means to change,
or she would not have promised to make a home for
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What he asked of me was that I should be his wife.
I understood that to mean that he desired me to keep
him a clean house, serve him digestible food, mother
his children, and give him loving sympathy and
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tenderness.
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Up until the latter half of the Victorian era, children's
literature was often extraordinarily conservative, and
most texts encouraged girls, in particular, to embrace
traditional Victorian roles which included motherhood.
Toward the end of the Victorian era and into the
Edwardian, an increasing number of authors managed
to write subversive texts that presented a different kind

20
of woman . ...
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THY, 7+ — FNid “Elnora’s fascination with nature,
her persistent studying, her resourceful hard work, her
musical gift, all fade in this dark room where her future
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I planned to finish life as I started it with Phil; and
you see how glad he was to change. He wanted the
other sort of girl far more than he ever wanted me .
.. Would you rather have a wife as I planned to live
life with Phil, or would you rather have her as Elnora
Comstock intends to live with him?” . . . .

If you could have your choice you wouldn't have a
society wife, either . . . I'll be the other kind of a girl,
as fast as I can learn.”? (&)

“the other sort of girl”, “the other kind of girl” &, T
TARAIKEOM A B L2 %S LT 5. TOHOD
i O LM L 1, “as Elnora Comstock intends to live
with him” T& V), HIE 7 4 2D X 9 % “a society
wife" ZEIE Lo/l LEHATVDET ). K-
Y=V G RERBEDIZODTENREL
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720, T4 AERKNMICHERCTIERENZ 1158
RoFE] ELTMESER, 2L THR-F—DEX
WY, BEEOT v 7 L 2 —I1ZBWT “recommended
for older girls”® £ FF XM, T)L ./ F 13 “lovable young
woman” >, “gains the reader’s sympathy” > & ik <X 5
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Oh, it is a perfect picture, all of it! I should like
to hang it on the wall, so I could see it whenever I
wanted to; but it isn't real, of course; it's nothing but a
picture. . . .

They know this, and they love it; but you and I
are acquainted with something different . . . Here
it is a carefully kept park . . . But what I like is the
excitement of choosing a path carefully, in the fear
that the quagmire may reach out and suck me down;
to go into the swamp naked-handed and wrest from it
treasures that bring me books and clothing, and I like
enough of a fight for things that I always remember
how I got them . . . I like sufficient danger to put an

edge on life. This is so tame. 2

EYEEC N W W Ry A = b M3 S o ) O
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park”, “so tame” 72 & I T B, HLITL > Tidx
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The heroines are allowed to dream, and are perhaps
even given the freedom to experience temporarily a
more independent life, but then they are dragged back
into a world of self-sacrifice as they are plunged into
domesticity - and this, we are told, makes a happy

ending. ?”
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THZD F72, N— T ~DED 72T “the smaller
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the palatable meals regularly served, and little children
around you'? &\ TV Y VRO VG & B
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I am proud that we are taking it to be put into a

collection or a book. It seems like doing a thing worth
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while. Oh, Hart, I wish we could work together at
something for which people would care as they seem
to for this. Hear what they say! See them lift their little
children to look at it!*"

“Oh, Hart!” she cried. “Let’'s work! Let’'s do some-
132)

thing!
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education, and lives the Golden Rule.
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EDITH CARR, who discovers herself.

HART HENDERSON, to whom love means all
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