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Understanding the fantasy stories of Awa Naoko through the notion of “flavor”

Abstract
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In this paper, I consider the sense of smell by focusing on the expressions of “flavor” which exist in Awa

Naoko's (1943~1993) fantasy stories, and how this sense plays a functional role in her works. In her works, Awa Naoko

describes the wonders of this world to the next world. I seek to understand features of her works from the point of view

of the “five senses”. For example, I focus on the portrayal of colors, tones and foods in her works to understand how

eyesight, hearing and taste serve as important factors in her stories. I believe that flavor is not only a sense of smell but

also has additional functions in Awa’s works. I feel it is possible to arrive at a fuller understanding of the world of Awa’s

works by giving attention to the notion of “flavor”.
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